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US Medicine as Compared to Soviet Mediclne

1. Scviet and US redicine are tio quentities vhich are ALfficult +. compare.
Soriet medicine has been developed zlong diflerent lines thar US medicine.

the USSR was widespread; hovever, it'was adwinistered by city, county or
local governmenta) units. After 1917, control of public healtk was
centralizal vnder Lhe Ministry of Health in Mcscow. Soviet medicine lacks,
of course, private enterprise or initiative in scme rospectis, which is
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constantly develcping new medical techniques or discovering new cures. There
were many projects in the USSR which were abandoned because of lack of funds.
There are no Rackefeller foundatisns in the USSR 4o provide privete funas tor
medical research. There are many positive quantities in the Soviet medical
progrem, however. Soviet medicine serves all the population and is not restricted
to only those who are in = Position to pay for medical services. Prior to
1936 all medical services in the USSR were entirely free. After 1936, a small
fee was charged to each ratient, but this was pald for by State health insurance.
The physician in the US devotes entirely too little time to the diagnosis of &
patient. He is more content to rely on X-rays, laboratory tests » €te, rather 25%1
than act as a diagnostician. [ a physician in the US

treats the disease rather than the diseased individual.

Medical Training

25X1

In the USSR, the standards of medical training were raised after
l935,because the Communists realized that they must be more selective in the
training of their physicians than they had been prior to that time. 25%1

excellen* festure of the Soviet medical program is that they require ea:l medical
student after his thirda year of training o spend his summers ir Stute rospitals
and clinice to obtain additional experience. In the US this is not required. A
US medical student does not enter a hospital until he has completed bis mediqal
school training. In the IS » & Wilal of six yzars is required to complete a
redical educatica whereas in the USSR & complete medical education can b2 obtained
in five years. Five of wy former pupils at Krasnodar Medical Insticute ere in

the US snd are vracticing physicians. One is a medical officer in *he (6 srmy.
There are none omong this group who have had difficulty in adjusting to US
medical practicec.

Medical Publications

3. There is a voluminous amount of medical journals and drochures pubiished ‘o the
US3R. The volume is so great {hkat
there was a shortage of vaper for the printing of our Institute's pablicatione.
In order to understand the Soviet medical publication system it is necessary to
unéerstand the medical organizational system within the USSR. The antizae madinel
Progrsm of the USSR is under the control and supervision of the Medical Mirigtry
vith headquarters in Moroow. Its headquarters is divided into six departmentc

25X1

vwhich are:
(2} Healing Department
(b) Sanitation and Prophyl:dic Department
{c} Administretive Department
(d) Medical Education Department
(e) Phermaceutical Department
(£) Guardiar of Motners and Chiildren Depaxtmenc

The Sanjtary and Propl:’bc,ic Department is responsible for publighing and distributicg
all brochuras, pamphlels concerning the pPrevention, treatment and cure of all
illnesses including cancev, scarlet fever, heart disease, poneumonia, etc. Each

of the other five departments also puhl.shed various types of medical brochures
pertalning {o their work. Directly under the Medical Ministry are the 16

existe at Moscow. Directly under the 16 Repwblics is the Medi-al Ministry of
the individual county within the Republic which also has six depurtments to
administer the health program, and, of course, each published its own nedical
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brochures. In addition to the publications of the Medical Ministry at
Mogcow and the Medicel Ministry of the Repubiics and the econnties | the
Badical ingtitutes, medical societies and medical publishing houses each
publish their own medical Journalls. There were licati i
USSR

25X1

(a) Publication of the Saratov Institute for the Study of Plague

"Professor Kulescha's Method of Culture cf the Bacillus of
Leprosy - 1933"

(b) Publication of the Se-ond All-Russian Congress of Pathology

"Pathology and Pathogensis of Endemic Goiter in the Karejaijev
Autonomous Area (North Caucasas)”

(c) Publication of the Kuban Stste Institute of Medicine (also known
as the Krasnodar Nedical Institute) ‘
"Cancer Threat and Registry of Tumors"
"Incidence of Tumors in the City of Krasnodar from 1920 - 1935"
"Research in Pathology of the Cardiovascular Syster ard Adrenals
in Animals Subjected to Toxic Effects of Various Tobacco and
Tobecco Pumas”
"Classification of Thymomas"
"Ilinsss and Death of Prcfessor P P Avrorov - A Clinicel and
Pathologicel Analysis"

|
(4) Publicetion of the 9h:ra Erceuodar Clinic ani Hospital

"Lep:osy Research in the UBSR"

"Development and Present Stotus of Pathol and Pathological
Aratomy in the Xuban Area (1% years lurv:yg"

wmunuuynumaneummmorhwuuf
() Publication of the Conference of Military Surgeons in the Krasnodar

"Eistopathologr of Prostbite - Muy 1942"

’Mc;uiinie Featuras of the Pathology of Modexn War Inferies -
Mey J9h2", .
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